Connections between the sensory retina and the retinal pigment epithelium.
The study reports on the presence of connections between the visual receptor outer segments and the apical villi on the retinal pigment epithelium in the human eye. The mechanisms underlying sensory retinal adhesion to the pigment epithelium, recognition and attachment of visual receptor outer segments to the pigment epithelium during phagocytosis, and communication and transport of substances between the two layers of retina have been difficult to define, and molecular connections between the two layers of retina could play an important role in these processes.